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Second Epistle of St. Peter." l The Apocalypse,
especially, comes in for very unceremonious hand-
ling ; and, though he saw reason later to modify
his judgment, at one time he counted if neither
apostolic nor prophetic, and of little more weight
than the Second Book of Esdras. " I certainly
cannot," he says, " detect any trace of its having
been inspired by the Holy Ghost." 2

Calvin's name suggests a much more rigid type
of Biblical interpretation. Yet even of him Robert-
son Smith declares that he has left " an ever
precious example of believing courage in dealing
with the Scriptures," 3 while Bishop Perowne goes
so far as to say that the view which he takes of
some of the Psalms " would undoubtedly expose
him to the charge of rationalism were he now

1 Westcott's The Bible in the Church, p. 264.

a Ibid, and Hagenbach's History of the Reformation, vol. i,
p. 160. To the examples given in the text Dorner adds the
following: " He even says of a proof led by the Apostle Paul
in the G-alatians, that it is too weak to hold " (History of Protestant
Theology, vol. i, p. 243). Pneiderer has a similar remark,
Philosophy and Development of Religion, vol. ii, p. 159, but I
have not been able to verify the reference. Luther does indeed
say (in his note on Gal. iv. 24), " Allegories do not strongly
persuade in divinity," and, " if Paul had not proved the righteous-
ness of faith against the righteousness of works by strong and
pithy arguments, he should have little prevailed by this allegory "
(of Hagar and Sarah); but it is noteworthy that he defended
Paul's argument in Gal. iii. 16, and we know what his own
frequent practice was (see above, p. 6).

3 Lectures and Essays, p. 232.